
Counselor Education Mission Statement 

 

The mission of the Department of Counselor Education is to train graduate students 

to provide competent and ethical services as counseling professionals within a 

diverse society.  Students are expected to acquire a comprehensive academic 

knowledge base, develop effective counseling skills, and demonstrate the personal 

and professional growth that will enable them to be highly skilled practitioners and 

leaders. 

 

Four mission statements provide structure and purpose to the Department of 

Counselor Education. First, the Mission Statement of the College of Education 

provides the educational framework for the master’s degrees. Second, the Mission 

Statement of the American Counseling Association (ACA) defines Professional 

Counseling and identifies the role of the Professional Counselor in various 

settings. Third, the Mission Statement the American School Counselor Association 

(ASCA) is to represent school counselors and to promote professionalism and 

ethical practice. Fourth, the Mission Statement of the Association for Counselor 

Education and Supervision (ACES) specifies the art and science of educating 

Professional Counselors. From these documents, the Department faculty members 

have identified three overall goals for students in the department’s programs. These 

are described in the paragraph below. 

 

Upon completion of one of the degree programs, the student will have developed: 

1) a knowledge base, grounded in scientifically-derived theory and practice, 

specific to the degree program chosen; 2) a repertoire of skills, grounded in 

scientifically-derived theory and practice, specific to the degree program chosen; 

and, 3) a sense of self and professional identity as a counseling professional. 

While each course and degree track identifies learning outcomes specific to the 

content or discipline, Department faculty members design their courses to enable 

students to progress towards these overall goals. This triadic approach to learning 

provides not only a model for students to follow during their degree programs, but 

also a framework for continuing education after graduation. 

 

 

Program Mission 

Master of Science in School Counseling 

The Master of Science in School Counseling Programs are designed to develop the 

competencies necessary for an individual to function as a counselor in school 

settings. They are structured to enable students to develop personal awareness of self 

as a counselor, knowledge of counseling and educational concepts, and skills in 

counseling school students. Included in the programs is an emphasis on developing 

assessment and research skills and using research findings in school counseling. The 



51-credit program provides opportunities to meet the requirements for 

Pennsylvania School Counseling Certification in grades PreK through 12. The 60-

credit School Certification and Licensure program meets the requirements to be a 

Pennsylvania Certified School Counselor and meets the academic requirements for 

the Pennsylvania Licensed Professional Counselor credential. Upon successfully 

completing the program and attaining qualifying scores on the Professional School 

Counselor PRAXIS examination, certification as a School Counselor is granted 

through the Pennsylvania Department of Education. 

 

 

Master of Arts in Counseling 

 

The mission of the Master of Arts in Counseling degree program is to provide a 

high quality graduate education for individuals pursuing careers in professional 

Counseling. The M. A. in Counseling offers educational opportunities and learning 

experiences that are structured to develop personal awareness of self as a 

counselor, knowledge of counseling and psychological concepts, and skills in 

counseling and mental health service delivery to individuals across the life span. 

This program is structured so that students specialize in one of three areas: 1) 

Mental Health Counseling, 2) Addiction Counseling, 3) Marriage, Couple, and 

Family Counseling. Students completing this program meet the academic criteria 

for the Licensed Professional Counselor or Licensed Marital and Family Therapist 

credential. 

 


